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Financial Aid 101 
2019-20 

 
Financial Aid Nights 

October 8 
October 17 
October 23 

 
All events begin at 5:00 in the career center. 

 
October 3, 5:30 to 7:30 - There will be an Apprentice/Trades Fair and Financial Aid Night at New Tech Skills Center. 

***************************************************************** 
 

Information Needed to Complete the FAFSA 
www.fafsa.gov 

 
 Student & parent social security numbers 
 Parents marital status and date of marriage, divorce, etc. 
 Parents birthdates 
 Student & parent previous year’s tax information or tax returns, including W-2 forms 
 Records of untaxed income (welfare, child support, etc.) 
 Cash, savings, & checking account amounts 
 Investment information (mutual funds, etc.) 
 Driver’s license or state ID number 
 Alien registration number (if non U.S. citizen) 
 Email addresses 

 

 



 
Financial Aid Process 

 

 
1. Create an FSA ID…The FSA ID-a username and password-has replaced the Federal Student Aid 

PIN and must be used to log in to the FAFSA and other US Dept of Education websites. 
2. Complete the FAFSA or WASFA…The first part of the process is the completion of a Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or WASFA.   
3. Student Aid Report (SAR)…You will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) by email in 3-4 days 

or by mail in 2-4 weeks.  Review it carefully.  Make corrections if necessary.  Do NOT send this 
form to your College Financial Aid Office, as they receive the same information.  File your SAR. 

4. Correspondence From College…You should receive a letter or email from your College 
Financial Aid Office after you receive the SAR.  If more information is needed from you, this letter 
or email will tell you exactly what is required and what to do.  Often you are directed to your college 
Portal for missing information and submission procedures.  Follow the instructions carefully and 
respond within the time period specified.  Your aid cannot be processed until you do.  Visit the 
Financial Aid Office if you have questions about the requested information. 

5. Information Submitted… After the college receives all required paperwork from you, they 
submit any necessary changes to the Department of Education.  This step can take an additional three 
weeks before all information is verified and submitted.  Occasionally, the Department of Education 
will require more information after a change is made, and you’ll be notified, as will the college.  All 
documents requested by the Department of Education are required to be verified and submitted 
before your file can be completed and awards determined. 

6. Award Notification…After all above steps are completed, you will receive a Financial Aid 
Award Notification from the Financial Aid Office by letter, email, and/or portal.  Review the award 
carefully and then accept, decline or adjust some or all of the awards.  Complete this by the date 
indicated.  Failure to do so may result in cancellation of award.  Colleges vary as to the method of 
delivery, so check mail, email, and online sources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is the FAFSA? 
FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

www.fafsa.gov 
 

 It is the primary application for student aid and is used for federal and state grants, work study, and 
other assistance. 

 File the FAFSA even if you are unsure about:         
□  whether you want to attend college 
□  how much financial aid you will need, or 
□  what other scholarships you may receive 

 
Reasons to File the FAFSA 

 It’s the only way to gain access to the more than $150 billion available in federal aid. 
 There are many types of financial aid:  grants, scholarships, work study and loans. 
 It’s free! And the FAFSA takes about 30 minutes and is available in Spanish. 
 It’s easier than ever and help is available at: https://studentaid.ed.gov/contact 
 Not eligible for the College Bound Scholarship or don’t think you will qualify?  File a FAFSA 

anyway; more people qualify than you think and you may be eligible for other financial aid programs. 
 

 
FAFSA Completion Tips 

 Read the directions. 
 Make sure your social security number and date of birth are accurate. 
 You and your parents must sign the form with your FSA ID # 
 Keep copies of your family’s prior years taxes. 
 Include codes for all the colleges you apply to. 
 Complete the FAFSA every year and file early. 

*Note:  Students can complete the FAFSA beginning October 1 (2019-20 FAFSA), so watch college 
& scholarship deadlines. 

 You will complete your FAFSA in October using previous year tax records.  Check with your 
college’s financial aid office for additional forms and deadlines and closely watch deadline dates for 
your college. 

 Never pay someone to fill out the FAFSA for you.  The FAFSA is always FREE. 
 Use income from parent you live with more than 6 months of the year, it doesn’t matter who claims 

you.  If parent is remarried, use parent/stepparent info.  See Mrs. Pemberton if you have questions as 
to which parent’s financial information you should use. 

 
Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

Your expected family contribution (EFC), is the amount of money the government calculates you and 
your family could reasonably contribute toward your education for the school year.  It is calculated using 
a federal formula that evaluates the information you provide on your FAFSA.  Your EFC will appear on 
your Student Aid Report (SAR), which you’ll receive after submitting your FAFSA.  Keep in mind that 
your EFC may or may not be the actual amount you end up paying for college.  For example, your 
college’s cost of attendance includes actual costs for tuition and fees, but reflects average costs for 
housing, food, transportation and personal expenses. 
 
 



 
Types of Financial Assistance 

Most colleges offer both merit and need-based assistance to help make your education possible.  The 
financial support is in the form of grants, tuition waivers, scholarships, employment, or loans to help you pay 
for tuition, books, educational supplies, housing, food, transportation, and personal expenses. 
 
Grants are federal, state and institutional funds awarded on the basis of need, which do not have to be 
repaid. Most grant programs are from limited annual allocations and award priority is determined by 
financial need. 

 Federal Pell Grants are awarded to eligible undergraduate students. This is the largest federal 
student grant program. Eligibility is determined by the U.S. Department of Education. Your award 
amount is based on the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) printed on the Student Aid Report 
(SAR), the form mailed or e-mailed directly to you after you sent your Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 Federal Supplemental Grants are for undergraduates with low family contributions, eligible for the 
Pell Grant. 

 State Need Grants, which come from state government revenue, are offered to undergraduate 
Washington residents with great financial need. Eligibility is determined using a methodology 
established by the state and administered by the Washington State Achievement Council (WSAC).  
Please visit WSAC’s web page for information on program rules and eligibility formulas.  Please 
note, that in addition to satisfactory academic progress rules, students can receive no more than 15 
full-time quarters of SNG in their lifetime. 

Loans can be obtained by students and/or parents, and must be repaid over a period of time. 

 A subsidized loan is awarded on the basis of financial need, as determined by the FAFSA.  The 
federal government pays or subsidizes your interest while you are attending school.  You will not be 
charged any interest on a subsidized loan until after leaving school.  Once you leave school, you have 
a six month grace period before you must begin repaying your loan. 

 An unsubsidized loan is awarded without regard to FAFSA-determined financial need.  You will be 
charged interest from the time the loan is disbursed until it is repaid in full. 

Work Study aid is awarded on the basis of financial need as determined by the FAFSA.  It is a job 
opportunity that pays an hourly wage. Work Study earnings may be used for any expenses students have, 
rather than automatically paying tuition or housing expenses. 

Scholarships recognize outstanding academic success, special talent, and other forms of excellence, and do 
not need to be repaid.  While some scholarships consider financial need, others do not.  Some require a 
separate scholarship application and others are based on information you provide in your application for 
admission and scholarships. 

 

 



How Financial Aid Awards Are Determined 

After you submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the U.S. Department of Education 
sends you a Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR summarizes the data from your FAFSA and indicates 
your official Expected Family Contribution (EFC).  

Reviewing your SAR 

It’s important to have an accurate SAR. Your financial aid awards are based upon the information listed on 
it. Review it carefully. Compare the information listed on the SAR to a copy of your FAFSA. The Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) listed on your SAR will determine the amount of aid you’ll receive. 

If you believe any of the information on your SAR is incorrect, you can fix errors or update any changes in 
your financial circumstances using the Information Review Form on the back of the SAR or by going to the 
government’s FAFSA website. 

The school subtracts the EFC from the cost of attendance which is typically tuition, books, supplies, 
transportation, room, and board to determine your financial need and the amount of your award. 

Factors schools consider when awarding financial aid 

 Cost of attendance 
 Family income 
 Family size 
 Number of family members in college or graduate school 
 Family background 
 Scholarships or grants not received through the school 
 Major or field of interest 
 Athletic abilities 

Keep in mind that it's possible that the most expensive school on your list might not cost you the most. 
It all depends upon the total financial aid package awarded by each school. Use the Award Letter Analyzer 
(www.salliemae.com/plan-for-college) to help you make a fair “apples-to-apples” comparison among the 
financial aid award letters you receive. 

If You Are Not a Permanent Resident or U.S. Citizen 
If you meet certain criteria, you may be eligible for resident tuition rates at Washington public colleges and universities. To 
qualify, you will need to complete an affidavit promising to apply for permanent residency in the United States at the earliest 
possible opportunity and indicating a willingness to engage in activities necessary to acquire citizenship. You are also 
eligible to receive State Need Grant aid by completing the WASFA. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Information for DREAMers 
 

Resident Tuition 

At public colleges and universities in Washington State, students who are not citizens may be eligible for 
lower in-state tuition rates instead of the more expensive non-resident tuition rates. 
 
To qualify for in-state tuition, there are three criteria you must meet 

1. Graduate from a Washington State high school (or obtained a GED or equivalent). 
2. Lived in Washington for at least three years prior to earning the high school diploma or equivalent 

and continuously since. 
3. Sign an affidavit (written promise) affirming eligibility and promising to become a permanent 

resident/citizen of the United States when eligible to apply. 
 
You must include the HB 1079 affidavit (http://readysetgrad.org/residency-citizenship) with your public 
college applications in order to qualify for resident tuition rates. 
 

State Financial Aid for DREAMers 
Eligibility for several Washington State financial aid programs has expanded to include students who are 
ineligible for federal financial aid due to immigration status. Students who meet individual program, income, 
or residency requirements for the State Need Grant, the College Bound Scholarship, State Work Study, or 
Passport Scholarship should complete the free WASFA (Washington Application for State Financial Aid) to 
apply for state financial aid.  For more information please go to www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa  

The FAFSA requires students to have a valid Social Security Number. It can be filed by U.S. citizens or U.S. 
nationals, U.S. permanent residents (those with a green card), and some non-residents. Please check the 
Federal Student Aid website (fsa.ed.gov) to see if you are eligible. Students granted refugee statuses are 
eligible to file the FAFSA.  
The WASFA is for non-citizen students who do not fall into any of the above referenced non-citizen 
categories.  

Important WASFA facts  
 Make sure you visit the official WASFA webpage at www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa. It is FREE to file 

the WASFA!  
 

 You will need to fill out the WASFA to qualify for the State Need Grant.  
 

 If you are planning to attend college for the first time, or as a returning student, during the 2020-21 
academic year, complete the 2020-21 WASFA.  
 

 You must file the WASFA for every year you attend college.  
 

 



 
**************************************************************************** 

College Bound Scholarship 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 
The College Bound Scholarship award is based on financial need.  It coordinates with State 
Need Grant and other state-funded grants or scholarships to cover tuition (at public institution 
rates) and student activity fees, and a small book allowance. 
 
Typically, students with free or reduced lunch applied for this award in 7th 
or 8th grade.  At that time students pledged to: 

 Graduate with a cumulative high school GPA of 2.0 
 Be a good citizen and not be convicted of a felony. 
 Apply for financial aid by completing the FAFSA. 

 
To receive the Scholarship, you must: 

 Complete your pledge requirements. 
 File the FAFSA which will determine your income eligibility to receive the 

scholarship – February 1, 2020 is the FAFSA priority filing date.  You may file as 
early as October 1, 2019. 

 Apply, be admitted, and enroll within one year of high school graduation in one of the 
67 eligible institutions in Washington. 

 Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen and have a Social Security Number. 
 

 
College Bound Scholarship Important Tips 

 The College Bound Scholarship is a four-year scholarship that must be used within 
five years of high school graduation – equal to 12 quarters or eight semesters 
maximum. 

 GPA for admission to a four-year institution will be higher than 2.0. 
 You do not have to graduate with your class. 
 You must enroll within one year of high school graduation. 
 Enrollment does not have to be continuous. 
 You may enroll part-time, but your scholarship will be pro-rated. 
 You must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP). 
 If you accept the award and drop all of your classes, you may owe a repayment to the 

program. 
 



 
Your College Bound Award 

 Your name will be sent to the college(s) confirming that you are a College Bound 
student. 

 The college’s financial aid office will determine if your family’s current income meets 
the requirements to receive the College Bound Scholarship and other financial aid. 

 The financial aid office will calculate your award and notify you. 
 This notification is called an Award Letter and may come in the form of an actual 

letter or you may need to login to the college’s financial aid website to review your 
offer of financial aid. 

 
Update Your Records 

If you have moved since applying for this scholarship in middle school, contact the College 
Bound Scholarship Program at 1-888-535-0747.  If no one answers, clearly leave your name, 
birthdate, new address (including city and zip code) and phone number (with area code). 
 
Questions? 
See Mrs. Pemberton, Ms. Wallace, Mrs. Law or contact the College Bound Scholarship 
Program directly. 
 
College Bound Staff Contact information: 
Email:   collegebound@wsac.wa.gov 
Phone:  1-888-535-0747 
 
 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

There are many sources to find scholarships and there are some for everyone!  Always remember 
that scholarships and financial aid are free.  Never pay for assistance!  See Mrs. Pemberton if you 
have any questions.  Here are some great scholarship resources to check out.   
 

 Rogers website and Career Center.  See Mrs. Pemberton for current scholarship list. 
 

 TheWashboard.org is a Washington State scholarship Data base.  Set up an account and 

complete the questionnaire to access scholarships you would qualify for. 
 

 College & University Financial Aid & Scholarship webpage.  All colleges and universities have their 
own scholarships, so be sure to search for scholarships on their website. 

 

 Log in to your Schoolinks account to search for local scholarships and more.    
 



 
SCHOLARSHIP PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS 

STATE NEED GRANT, COLLEGE BOUND SCHOLARSHIP, PASSPORT 
2019-20 

 
 
Public 4-year/Research 
University of Washington 
Washington State University 
 
 
 
Public 4-year/Comprehensive 
Central Washington University 
Eastern Washington University 
The Evergreen State College 
Western Washington University 
 
 
 
Independent / Private 
4-year Colleges & Universities 
Antioch University 
Bastyr University 
City University 
Cornish College of the Arts 
DigiPen Insitute of Technology 
Gonzaga University 
Heritage University 
Northwest University 
NW College of Art & Design 
Pacific Lutheran University 
St Martin’s University 
Seattle Pacific University 
Seattle University 
University Puget Sound 
Walla Walla University 
WGU Washington 
Whitman College 
Whitworth University 
 
 
 
 
Community & Technical  

              Colleges 
Bates Technical College 
Bellevue College 
Bellingham Technical College 
Big Bend Community College 
Cascadia Community College 
Centralia College 
Clark College 
Clover Park Technical College 
Columbia Basin College 
Edmonds Community College 
Everett Community College 
Grays Harbor College 
Green River Community College 
Highline Community College 
Lake Washington Technical College 
Lower Columbia College 
Northwest Indian College 
North Seattle Community College 
Olympic College 
Peninsula College 
Pierce College 
Renton Technical College 
Seattle Central Community College 
Shoreline Community College 
Skagit Valley College 
So Puget Sound Community College 

South Seattle Community College 
Spokane Community College 
Spokane Falls Community College 
Tacoma Community College 
Walla Walla Community College 
Wenatchee Valley College 
Whatcom Community College 
Yakima Valley College 
 
 
Private Career Colleges 
Divers Institute Technology 

Evergreen Beauty College – 
Everett/Renton 
Gene Juarez Academy 
Glen Dow Academy 
International Air & Hospitality 
Academy 
ITT Technical Institute 
Paul Mitchell - Richland only 
Perry Technical Institute 
Stylemasters College of Hair 
Design 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You Are 
   College Boun
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STEPS TO CREATE AN FSA ID 
 

1. Go to fsaid.ed.gov or, if you are ready to begin your FAFSA, start at fafsa.gov and click 
on the Create an FSA ID link. 

2. Create a username and password, and enter your email address. 
3. Enter your name, date of birth, Social Security number, contact information, and 

challenge questions and answers. 
4. Review your information, and read and accept the terms and conditions. 
5. Confirm your e-mail address using the secure code, which will be sent to the e-mail 

address you entered when you created your FSA ID.  You can use your FSA ID 
immediately to file and sign the FAFSA even if you aren’t able to confirm your email 
with the secure code. 

 
Each student needs an FSA ID.  If parent information is required on the FAFSA, one 
parent will also need an FSA ID to sign the student’s FAFSA.  Each student and parent 
must create their FSA ID separately at fsaid.ed.gov.  
 
************************************************************************* 

 
Tips To Remember When Creating an FSA ID 

 
Be sure to enter your information accurately. 
Your information will be verified by the Social Security Administration and making a mistake, especially 
with your social security number, birthdate or name, will cause delays. 
 
Record the information you used to create your FSA ID.  You will use your FSA ID for multiple 
purposes over the coming years so be sure you can remember all of the important information associated 
with your FSA ID. 
 
Keep in mind that an email address can only be associated with one FSA ID.  Students and parents 
cannot use the same email address. 
 
If you have an email other than your high school email address, use that alternate email as school 
emails will likely expire..  You may even want to create one especially for financial aid and college 
application purposes. 
 
It is important to have access to your email when creating your FSA ID.  A secure code will be sent to 
your email that you will need to retrieve when creating your FSA ID.  Entering this secure code will confirm 
your email address, which is very important if you forget your username or password, and it will allow 
Federal Student Aid to communicate with you electronically. 
 
If you have a PIN, enter it during the FSA ID creation process. 
 
Your FSA ID can be used immediately to access and sign the FAFSA.  However, you won’t be able to 
use it to update or correct the FAFSA or enter any other FSA websites until it has been verified with the 
Social Security Administration (one to three days). 
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Your Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) 
 
Creating an FSA ID is the first step to completing your FAFSA.  An FSA ID gives you 
access to Federal Student Aid’s online systems and serves as your legal signature.  Only 
create an FSA ID using your own personal information and for your own exclusive use.  If 
you had a PIN, having that number available will make this process easier. 
 
To create an FSA ID, go to fsaid.ed.gov.  Complete this form to keep track of important 
information related to your FSA ID.  This information should be kept confidential and stored 
in a secure location.  Please bring this document to your High School Financial Aid Night.   
 

Student Information 
Email Address:________________________________________ 
Username:____________________________________________ 
Password:____________________________________________ 
Answer to Challenge Questions (answers are case sensitive) 
Challenge Question Answer 1____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 2____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 3____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 4____________________________ 
 
Parent Information (if appropriate) 
Answer to Challenge Questions (answers are case sensitive) 
Challenge Question Answer 1____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 2____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 3____________________________ 
Challenge Question Answer 4____________________________ 
 
 


